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Dear~~JJ[

This is in referenceto yourapplicationfor correctionof yournaval record pursuantto the
provisionsof title 10 of the United StatesCode, section1552.

A three-memberpanelof the Board for Correctionof Naval Records,sitting in executive
session,consideredyourapplicationon 19 August 1999. Your allegationsof error and
injustice werereviewedin accordancewith administrativeregulationsandprocedures
applicableto theproceedingsof this Board. Documentarymaterialconsideredby theBoard
consistedof yourapplication,togetherwith all materialsubmittedin support thereof,your
naval recordand applicablestatutes,regulationsand policies.

After careful and conscientiousconsiderationof theentire record, the Board found that the
evidencesubmittedwas insufficient to establishtheexistenceof probablematerialerroror
injustice.

The Board foundthat you enlistedin the Marine Corpson 4 June1975. You underwenta
pre-separationphysical examinationon 25 February1977. You were noted to have mildly
elevatedblood pressureat that time, but were foundphysically qualified afterreview by an
internalmedicinespecialist,who recommendedthat you take medicationto control thehigh
blood pressure. You apparentlyelectednot to reenlist,and you werereleasedfrom active
duty on 3 June1977 by reasonof expirationof enlistment. The VeteransAdministration
(VA) awardedyou a 0% rating for hypertensioneffectivefrom 4 June1977, and increasedit
to 10% effective8 February1984.

TheBoard noted that theVA awardsdisability ratingsbasedon theexistenceof certain
conditionslisted in its schedulefor rating disabilities,without regardto the issueof fitness
for military service. The Board was not persuadedthat your hypertensionrenderedyou
unfit for duty at the time of your releasefrom activeduty in 1977. Accordingly,your
applicationhasbeendenied. The namesand votesof themembersof the panelwill be
furnishedupon request.



It is regrettedthat thecircumstancesof yourcaseare suchthat favorableactioncannotbe
taken. You are entitled to havetheBoard reconsiderits decisionupon submissionof new
and materialevidenceor othermatternot previously consideredby the Board. In this
regard,it is importantto keepin mind that a presumptionof regularity attachesto all official
records. Consequently,whenapplying for a correctionof an official naval record, the
burden is on theapplicantto demonstratethe existenceof probablematerialerror or
injustice.

Sincerely,

W. DEAN PFEIFFER
ExecutiveDirector


